
I am pleased to report that the 2025 budget calls for no assessment increase over 2024. SIPOA has had significant
assessment increases over the past few years in order to build up our reserve funds. With the improved economy
and increased revenue from the gate passes and contributions to capital (see below), we feel that we can pause
assessment increases this year. However, our operating expenses continue to increase with inflation and contract
escalations, so future increases may well be needed.

This budget adequately funds anticipated SIPOA operating and capital expenses for the 2025 budget year and
continues to set aside reserve contributions for future resurfacing of our roads, a recut of Cap’n Sams Inlet, a storm
contingency fund, and a beach repair and maintenance fund. Our aim is to minimize expenses without
compromising the quality of our services, all while enhancing the financial standing of the community. 

A few comments regarding specific budget items:

Revenue
For the last several years, revenue from gate passes (contractors and renters) as well as capital contributions
from property sales have exceeded expectations. For 2025, we tried to be more realistic with what we expect
from those revenue sources:

Significant construction activity continues on the island, and ARC has many projects in early stages of
development. Therefore, we anticipate that gate pass revenue from contractors will remain healthy. We are
projecting total commercial access and daily fee revenue of $1,990,000 - in line with our 2024 revenue. 
Real estate sales have softened a bit recently, but predictions call for an increase in home sales, moderate
but steady growth in prices, and elevated but steady interest rates. Overall, we feel that SIPOA’s contribution
to capital income will be $993,000 in 2025, or similar to 2024.

Our projected interest and miscellaneous income ($425,500) continues to increase as our reserve fund
balances increase.

Operating Expenses
Operating expenses continue to increase with inflation and contract escalators.

We have budgeted for the addition of two new employees for ARC to help manage Property Owner relations and
project work flow.
Our insurance coverage was renewed in January. Notably, the total insured value of SIPOA property increased
53% upon renewal to $17,206,900. The total premium increased approximately 15% (after an 11% increase in
2024) and totals $387,988. However, the excess flood coverage for the Lake House has decreased to $1 million
from $6.1 million due to underwriter concerns about the flood risk for that zone. (We are evaluating whether to
further increase the coverage at an additional premium).
Our legal expenses remain elevated. This is primarily because of the large projects we have undertaken to
preserve our beach and the associated permit applications and legal challenges.
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Capital Expenses
For the last several years, our capital expenditures have primarily focused on addressing the flood issues on the
island. This continues to be the focus in 2025:

A combined $480,000 is budgeted for miscellaneous flood control/drainage projects. 
$880,000 is budgeted for a tide mitigation design project near hole #15 of Ocean Winds.
$350,000 is budgeted to replace boardwalks #2 and 3A. 
The remaining budgeted capital expenses are to replace Lake House fitness equipment ($36,000) and to
replace the motor of pump station #1 ($150,000).

Reserve Funding
Reserve funding is the way that we pre-fund major capital projects to minimize the need for special assessments or
borrowing (SIPOA currently has no loans). The 2025 budget calls for a total of $1,875,000 in reserve funding:

$1,000,000 for our road reserve fund (island-wide road repaving is scheduled for 2028-2029).
$475,000 for the next cut of Cap’n Sams Inlet.
$250,000 for a beach repair and maintenance fund (initial funding in 2025 is a transfer from surplus unallocated
operating funds).
$150,000 for the storm contingency reserve fund.

Summary: SIPOA remains financially sound. The 2025 budget adequately funds anticipated operating and capital
expenses for the 2025 budget year and continues to set aside reserve contributions for future needs. Living on
Seabrook Island is costly, but SIPOA does its best to minimize expenses while protecting our beach, preserving our
roads, controlling flooding, and providing the amenities that we all love.
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