
Seabrook Island Has Been Recertified as an Audubon 

International Certified Sustainable Community. 
 

 

What does “Certified Sustainable Community” mean? 

This designation signifies that SIPOA has been recognized as a community that has demonstrated 

leadership in creating a sustainable e future. SIPOA operates using three pillars of sustainability: Healthy 

Local Environment, Economic Vitality and Quality of Life. These three pillars guide us in our short- and 

long- term planning, daily operations, and programming, and represent an overall philosophy that 

continues to make us a vibrant and attractive community. 

 

 

  

How did SIPOA achieve this Certification? 

In 2011, the SIPOA Board approved Seabrook Island's participation in this program. The program 

requires completion of a three-stage program. 

Stage 1 is a Community Assessment that establishes baseline for the Community. The assessment 

concentrates on 15 focus areas including Environment, Infrastructure, Governance, Land Use, 

Resource Use, Communications, and others. In 2012, SIPOA received the Green Community 

Award for completion of the assessment. 

Stage 2 is the planning process to establish comprehensive goals, outcomes, timelines and 

measurable objectives. This involves creation of focus groups, community meetings to solicit 

owner input, and analysis of the input to create a long-term sustainability plan. We completed 

stage 2 in August 2017. 

Stage 3 is in the implementation stage. The long-term sustainability plan is analyzed to determine 

what items in the plan are already in process or complete and establishes timelines for 

completion of others. SIPOA completed and/or had ongoing efforts for many of the plan goals, 

and Audubon International awarded the Certified Sustainable Community designation in 

December 2017. 

 

What does this mean for Seabrook Island? 

SIPOA is the first private community in South Carolina and the 6th community in the world to receive 

this designation. The designation sends a clear message to current and prospective owners that we are 

active stewards of not only our environment, but our island economy and the quality of our community - 

all of which combine to create a vibrant and healthy place to live.  People are becoming more aware of 

sustainability in all its forms and this designation serves to make Seabrook Island more attractive to 

buyers and guests. 
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