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APPENDIX F:  Seabrook Island Ecological Areas 

Purpose 
To provide general information about Seabrook Island’s varied natural environments. 

Overview 
During 2012, many Seabrookers worked with members of the American Institute of 
Architects’ Center for Communities by Design on a study that characterized Seabrook 
Island as a “…rich and varied natural environment.  Dunes, hammock forests, lakes, and 
salt marshes define the underlayment for the physical environment of the island.  These 
different habitats provide a rich and diverse palette of native plants and wildlife…”.  The 
“Seabrook Island R/UDAT” study provided a depiction of areas of our island in terms of their 
natural vegetation.  The report recommended consideration of our “ecological 
communities” as we landscape our properties and think about the colors (and the even 
shapes) of our homes. 

Figure 3 on the next page is a more recent version of R/UDAT’s ecological community 
graphic.  The phrasing below provides a portion of the report’s environmental 
characterization of each area. 

1. Lakes Area 

“This environment is characterized by open-canopy trees which provide for bigger 
skyspace, and longer framed views.  There is more awareness and visibility of neighbors 
and context.  Therefore, each residence has more responsibility to the whole, and 
each individual piece remains a visible component of the whole.  Each piece has a 
responsibility for its role within the composition and harmony of its setting.” 

2. Maritime Forest Area 

“Characterized by an immersive, enveloping environment of trees, moss, and other 
vegetation, this environment creates intimate spaces within and among the trees.  The 
trees are the primary space-maker.  Buildings and spaces here fail when they obscure 
or compete/conflict with these trees.” 

3. Salt Marsh and River Marsh Areas 

“Like the Lake area, the Marsh environment has a big sky and long views.  With few 
significant trees, the horizon and long, broad views dominate the setting.” 

4. Dunes Area 

“This environment is characterized by dense, low vegetation.  Trees tend to be 
individual palm(etto)s.  There is a big sky, but relatively intimate views predominate, 
with fewer long views and fewer framed views.” 

 

 




